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iomedical Equipment
ULLETIN FROM THE MISSION

GLOBAL RESOURCE SHORTAGES DURING COVID-19: BAD NEWS FOR LOW-INCOME COUNTRIES
With COVID-19 causing unprecedented resource shortages in the world’s wealthiest countries, already limited healthcare
commodities will likely become even scarcer in low-income countries. To better understand COVID preparedness in lowincome countries, surveys conducted in DR Congo, Haiti, Tanzania, Nepal and Afghanistan indicate there is limited quantities of PPE, monitoring and respiratory devices. The analysis at the hospitals in these countries have shown there is lack of
pulse oximeters (12%–48% available), oxygen tanks (10%–82%), and bag-masks necessary for basic resuscitation (28%–
45%). Respiratory support such as ICU care and ventilators are in extremely short supply. PPE and infection control training were instrumental in curbing the spread of the Ebola epidemic in West Africa. The experience in West Africa confirms
that continued action by Mission Outreach and our partners is necessary to increase access to PPE, monitoring and respiratory devices to end the pandemic in low and middle income countries. https://journals.plos.org/plosntds/article?
id=10.1371/journal.pntd.0008412#pntd.0008412.ref010

HOSPITAL SISTERS MISSION OUTREACH AT AAMI 2021
The Association for the Advancement of Medical Instrumentation
(AAMI) is a nonprofit organization founded in 1967. It is a diverse
community of more than 9,000 professionals who work towards
safe and effective use of healthcare technology. Hospital Sisters
Mission Outreach participated in the recently concluded AAMI
eXchange REWIRED 2021 event as a session speaker. Georgia and
Ratish presented on the topic “Impact of Quality and Accreditation on Medical Equipment Donations” and provided an overview of standards and accreditation and demonstrated how
these standards can be integrated into the daily operation of an
accredited MSRO resulting in higher quality donations and more
effective use by recipients in low-resource settings.
ADVANCING THE MISSION
EQUIPMENT NEEDED
(the most requested items by priority)
 Diagnostic ultrasound

 Infant Incubator

 Patient monitor

 Infant warmer

 EKG unit

 Anesthesia machine

 Pulse oximeter

 Sterilizer

 Oxygen concentrator

 Fetal monitor

 Defibrillator

 Centrifuge

 Electrosurgical unit

• Hospital beds
 OR table

 Ventilator

Contact Ratish Kumar, Coordinator—Biomedical Engineering
For more information at 217.492.6132 or email
ratish.kumar@mission-outreach.org

The need for equipment and support in low-resource
countries far exceeds our current inventory. Mission
Outreach is asking our hospital partners to ask
manufacturers to direct trade-ins to meet the needs
of our international partners. We appreciate all your
efforts. Please remember to:
…Don’t delay. Your donated equipment will be
assessed, prepared and shipped quickly. We have
many international partners waiting for equipment.
…Make sure equipment is complete with cords,
manuals, cables and accessories

Visit us at www.mission-outreach.org/product-donations to learn how you can advance our mission.

