LIVING AND LOVING
THROUGH THE LOSS
April 27, 2021--3,012,000 COVID-19 deaths and counting.
Never, has the world seen so many deaths from a single virus in such a short period of time. The
loss is personal for many, but there is a collective loss as well. With each death, our world is
diminished, and we are deprived of a beautiful voice, a warm heart, a brilliant mind…
This year we are particularly touched by the loss of a dear friend, teacher, and mentor. This was a
tremendous loss, someone with a heart for advocacy, a social crusader, and a Christ follower.
Living in rural Nigeria, our friend had little chance of survival. He died in a small hospital
surrounded by capable, caring doctors and nurses who lacked one basic thing-the medical
equipment necessary to prevent his death.
Like any other family hit by the death of their loved one in the pandemic, our hearts bleed for our
friend. How do we prevent that bitterness that comes from another unjust, preventable death?
How do we live and love through such a loss? We shared stories, and we prayed! Now, we have
decided to take steps to bring a measure of justice to southeastern Nigeria.
Equipped for COVID in Southeastern Nigeria is a multi-phase campaign to raise funds necessary
to donate medical supplies and equipment to six Catholic hospitals located in Enugu, Imo and
Abia. These states are home to 12.2 million people. The first phase will provide basic medical
supplies and equipment. We are grateful to the Hospital Sisters Mission Outreach, an accredited
medical support and resource organization with a 501c3, who have agreed to: help us raise the
necessary funds, source the supplies and equipment, handle the logistics and provide biomed
support. The hospital leadership in Nigeria are eager to receive the urgently needed supplies and
equipment. We appeal for your support!
The enclosed white paper provides additional detail. Your prayers and financial support are
needed. Please consider joining us to act and to live and love through the overwhelming loss that
we all share. You can make an on-line donation at mission-outreach.org or mail your check to
Hospital Sisters Mission Outreach/Equipped for COVID, P.O. Box 3531, Springfield, Illinois 62708.
Mission Outreach will provide a receipt for your donation. If you want to learn more about the
project you may contact one of us as listed below.
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EQUIPPED FOR COVID IN
SOUTHEAST NIGERIA
Medical product supply chain, an essential but often invisible component of quality healthcare, has
been thrust into the spotlight by the overwhelming need and limited supply of PPE and medical
devices necessary to treat those suffering from COVID-19. Healthcare providers are forced to adopt
less than optimal use standards to conserve PPE. Nurses and doctors, working without adequate
PPE, self-quarantine in hotels for fear of taking the virus home to their families. Physicians and
medical ethicists, facing a tsunami of critical patients, anguish over protocols to ration ventilators
and staff.
Who could have imagined that a virus would have this effect on U.S. healthcare systems armed with
multi-million-dollar supply chain agreements, automated restocking and cupboards that are always
full? Now, imagine the effect COVID-19 is having on healthcare systems with chronic shortages of
supplies and equipment, a paucity of local vendors and limited or no purchasing power. While
infectious disease experts advise that continued vigilance and vaccination over the next 9-12 months
will reduce the threat in communities in the U.S., the virus is expected to continue to ravage
vulnerable communities in low-resource countries, killing hundreds of thousands of people and
incubating new strains of the virus. As noted by Andrea Taylor of the Duke Global Health Innovation
Center, “This idea that no one is safe until everyone is safe is not just an adage, it is really true.“ All of
us, committed to the health of those close to us and those in distant countries, must advocate for
effective, equitable vaccine distribution. We must also do what we can to support those struggling
to survive the virus and their caregivers.
The Human Development Index (HDI) is a multi-factorial measurement of a country’s ability to
provide the foundation necessary for its citizens to reach their innate potential. Nigeria was ranked
161 among the 189 countries rated in 2020. COVID-19 diagnosis in Nigeria is complicated by the high
prevalence of malaria (50% of the global burden of disease). Additionally, malaria may reduce a
person’s ability to mount an immune response, leaving them more susceptible to infections and less
responsive to vaccines. HDI and related data provides a clear picture of the uphill battle faced by
people in Nigeria, including their vulnerability to COVID-19 virus.

Gross National Income Per Capita: Nigeria $4,910; U.S. $63,826
Healthcare expenditures % of GDP: Nigeria 3.8; U.S. 17.1
http://hdr.undp.org/en/countries/profiles/NGA

WORKING
TOGETHER
The “Equipped for COVID-19” in Southeast Nigeria is a two-phase campaign to assist six Catholic
hospitals serving communities in the region.
Mission Outreach will cover $30,000 of the cost of Phase One to donate $100,000-$150,000 of
medical supplies and equipment to: Achi Joint Hospital, Mother of Mercy Hospital and Annunciation
Hospital. An additional $9,300 is needed for shipping and in-country transport costs. Phase Two
will distribute donated supplies and equipment to support Holy Rosary Hospital, Ntasi Obi Ndi No
N’ Afufu Specialist Hospital Trans-Ekulu, and Madonna Catholic Hospital. Additional funds are
needed to purchase ventilators and/or supplies and equipment not available through donation.
These items will be distributed, per need and available funds, across all six hospitals. All containers
will include personal protective equipment (PPE such as masks, gloves, gowns and eye protection).
The chart below outlines fundraising goals, costs and product values for the “Equipped for
COVID-19” campaign.
Phase One:

Phase Two:

*Final cost dependent upon quotes

